
Welcome to the Year One Blue and 
White Parent Information Session 

St Benedict’s is a school where Christ’s example 
of Hope, Belief and Love is our foundation for a 

happy, engaging and successful school.

Monday 11th February 2019



Prayer for Students

Lord our God,
in your wisdom and love

you surround us with the mysteries of the universe.
Send your spirit upon these students

and fill them with your wisdom and blessings.
Grant that they may devote themselves to their studies

and draw ever closer to you,
the source of all knowledge.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.



School Times

• School officially starts at 8.50am. A bell will go at 8:45am as a 
reminder that our school day is about to begin.

• Our doors are open at 8.30am for gathering time.  This is a time for 
children to get prepared for the day by swapping their home readers 
and organising their things. Children are then able to engage in Walker 
Learning. 

• We ask that from tomorrow you ‘kiss and drop’ at the classroom door 
rather than enter with your child.  This enables the children to begin 
their investigation time.  Our rooms are too small to house both adults, 
children and siblings.

• School finishes at 3pm.
• Please be punctual when dropping off and picking up your children.



Year One Staff

Year One Blue

Teachers: 
Ms Jodie Tomka(M,T,W,Th)

Ms Lisa Colbourne (F)

Educational Assistants:
Mrs Emma Ryan

Mrs Karina Hopper

Year One White 

Teacher: Mrs Belinda 
Bergesen

Ms Lisa Colbourne (Th)

Educational Assistants:
Mrs Noi Holloway (Mon, Tues, 

Wed)
Mrs Sandra Caruso 

(Thurs/Fri)
Mrs Michele Jenkins



Specialist Staff

Physical Education: Mrs Kate Sampson

Italian: Mrs Leanne Sunjic

Music and Liturgical Singing: Mrs Deborah 
Searson

Drama: Mrs Catherine McGrath

Science/Library: Mrs Gill Noonan



Specialist Timetable 

Year One Blue

Tuesday: Italian

Wednesday: Physical 
Education/Music

Thursday:  Library/Science

Friday: Sport

Year One White 

Tuesday- Italian

Wednesday – Library/Science
Physical Education

Thursday: Drama

Friday: Sport



Physical Education

PERCEPTUAL MOTOR PROGRAM (PMP) FOR YEAR 
ONE

• All students in Year One will be involved in the Perceptual Motor 
Program.

DESCRIPTION OF PMP
• Our program aims to develop the CHILD rather than the SKILL.  

It is not just a ‘motor’ program but includes the skill of 
perception where language is the key factor in providing the 
perceptual knowledge about the motor experience.

• If your child is unable to participate in their Physical Education 
lesson, please ensure that you provide written notification to 
Mrs Sampson.



Religious Education
• Each lesson is 30 minutes a day.

• Each term we will teach three units of 
work which go for 3 weeks each (12 
units this year).

• We begin this term with ‘I Am Special’ 
Guideline.



Literacy

Speaking and Listening:
• Oral recount of events and stories (heavily linked with Investigations)
• Listening to others both in small group and whole class setting

Writing:
• Writing Genres – Recount and Procedures
• Correct letter formation.
• Writing on the line.
• Finger spaces between words.
• Capital letters at the beginning of a sentence/full stop at the end.
• NSW foundation font letter formations. 
• Having a go at sounding out words.

Reading:
• Every week the children participate in shared reading and activities.
• Children participate in a small group guided reading lesson each week. These groups are designed to cater 

for your child’s instructional reading level.
• The expected reading level for the end of Year 1 is 16. 

Spelling/Phonics:
• Teaching is based on the Dianna Rigg programme.
• Every morning the children participate in verbal phonics. 
• After formal assessment the children are grouped appropriately to ensure the sounds they are learning are 

at their level. These assessments are completed at the beginning of each term. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=children+reading&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=eg8jlCSjNk1KdM&tbnid=UerqHh68LHOIOM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://laptopclipart.com/free-clip-art-children-reading-books/free-clip-art-children-reading-books/&ei=yYIrUdm_HoeBkwXUiIDoDw&psig=AFQjCNFVDncx0lXy-hPw9Z1hhQpBeODHfQ&ust=1361892420468637


Numeracy 

Number and Algebra:
• Develop confidence with number sequences to and from 

120 by ones from any starting point.

• Recognising, model, read, write and order numbers to 
at least 100. 

• Locate these numbers on a number

line.

Measurement and Geometry:
• Recognise and classify familiar 2D

shapes and 3D objects using 

obvious features.



INVESTIGATIONS

• Influenced by The Walker learning approach.

• Children need to be provided with a solid foundation 
of skill acquisition and to develop a range of thinking 
and research abilities in order to learn how to learn. 
The Walker Learning Approach ensures that 
children are provided with these learning 
opportunities. 

• Students will participate in Investigations four 
mornings a week. 

Our Inquiry question for this term is…

“ What makes my family is so special?”



Statement of Intent



Reporting Policy: 
Term 1
• Digital Learning Journey
• Week 10: Parent/Teacher Interview

Term 2 
• Digital Learning Journey
• Week 10: First Semester Reports sent home.

Term 3
• Digital Learning Journey

Term 4
• Digital Learning Journey
• Week 10: Second Semester report to be sent home.

Please refer to our school website for further information.



Housekeeping
Birthdays:  
• When it is your child’s birthday, you are welcome to bring in small cupcakes or a treat for the class to 

share, but please NOT a full cake, as it is hard to distribute. Please be mindful of children’s allergies.

Crunch and Sip/Healthy Snack:
• This is the time for the children to have a nutritious fruit and vegetable snack. Please make the portion 

small enough so that it is easily and quickly eaten.

Hats:
• The school has a policy of : NO SCHOOL HAT – PLAY ONLY PERMITTED IN THE UNDCOVER AREAS. 

Please make sure your child has his / her SCHOOL hat everyday. We do not allow the sharing of hats.

Merit Awards:
• If your child is receiving an award, we will notify you by email and ask you to reply so we know you have seen 

the email. 

Assembly/Masses
• Please check the school calendar for the dates of the school Masses and class assemblies.

Pick up:
• Drive Through- Please advise your child as to which drive through they will be using, either Alness St 

(Basketball court) or Ardross St (Church). All other children will be dismissed from their classroom and can 
be collected from the undercover area only. Please do not wait at the front of our classrooms as these 
areas are walkways for the school and can get very congested.

Toilets:
• Children are encouraged to go to the bathroom before school, during Crunch and Sip, recess and lunch. 

Please encourage and discuss this with your child. 

Canteen:

• Volunteers are needed.  If you are able to help, please put your name on the roster.



Communication

Communication and appointments:
• If you have any queries or concerns regarding your child, we encourage you to arrange an interview 

with us via email. Please provide a brief outline of why you would like a meeting. 
• We will be communicating with parents via email as the need arises. 
• Please refrain from discussing issues with the teachers when you drop your child off in the morning.  

We understand that this is sometimes necessary but ask that you make an appointment when the 
issue is not urgent.

• YEAR ONE WHITE PARENTS please be aware that Ms Lisa Colbourne will be teaching on a Thurday
and so any communication regarding absenteeism on a Thursday should be sent to her. 

• YEAR ONE BLUE PARENTS please be aware that Ms Lisa Colbourne will be teaching on a Friday and 
so any communication regarding absenteeism on a Friday should be sent to her.  Ms Tomka will not 
respond to emails sent on Thursday after 3:30pm until the following Monday.

• Our email addresses are: Belinda.Bergersen@cewa.edu.au or Jodie.Tomka@cewa.edu.au. It is 
sometimes difficult for us to check emails in the evening.  Be assured your email will be read and 
responded to within 24 hours.

Absentee Notes:
• Please use the school App to notify teachers of your child’s absence. Please contact the school by 

9:30am if your child will be absent. If you are taking your child out of school for planned holidays 
please fill in the Notification Form which can be downloaded via the school website.  This will be 
signed by the principal.

Students’ Permission Slips:
• Eforms will be used to try and cut down on paper.
• These will be located on the school App (password: HopeBelieveLove).

mailto:Katy-Lee.Hanretty@cewa.edu.au
mailto:Jodie.Tomka@cewa.edu.au


Homework-

Sight Words-Magic 100’s Words
• Each child will be tested on the Magic 100’s sight words. If your child has sight 

words to practise, please do so each night. They must achieve 100% accuracy 
before they are moved on. They will be tested on Thursday/Friday.

Reading 
• Please ensure you listen to your child read each night. 

• Please remember that home readers are sent home so that your child can 
practise reading skills they are learning at school. Learning to read is a very 
complex skill and requires much time and practise. Home reading should be an 
enjoyable experience for your child. Please do not talk about reading levels with 
your child. Each child develops at their own pace and will be given books suitable 
for their reading ability.

Spelling
• Your child will be given a list of the spelling words they are learning each week 

and they will need to complete a spelling activity using their words.  This will not 
commence until Week 6 of this term.  Your child will have a Homework 
Scrapbook.  Homework will be given out on a Friday and needs to be returned no 
later than the following Thursday.



Behaviour Management
•Positive encouragement- reinforce good 

behaviour

•Classroom Rules:
•Am I keeping people safe?
•Am I helping people learn?

•Whole School Behaviour Policy
(Being developed based on Restorative 

Practices)



Does anyone have any 
questions?



Thank you for coming

We look forward to working with you 
all this year.


